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TOMODACHI-Dow Women's STEM Leadership and Research Program offers a five-week internship 
experience tailored to a diverse cohort of 10 undergraduate female students majoring in STEM in Japan. 
The primary goal of this program is to further reduce the gender gap in the STEM fields in Japan while 
advancing educational equity. During the internship, implemented by and hosted at Rice University in 
Houston, Texas, participants delve into the intricacies of international collaboration and engagement 
between the U.S. and Japan. They also receive hands-on exposure to scientific research practices in the 
U.S., as well as opportunities for career exploration, English language enrichment, cultural engagement,
and collaboration with American students.

This program is generously funded by Dow Chemical Japan Limited. 
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Research Opportunities 

2026-2027 Program 
February 8-March 12, 2027 - Rice University

Research experience. Join a U.S. research 
laboratory and gain hands-on experience 
guided by a graduate student and professor! 

Each participant is matched with a research experience that aligns with her academic interests. Host labs are 
in Rice's George R. Brown School of Engineering and Wiess School of Natural Sciences. See website for labs! 

�RICE 
Contact Us 

Email : tomodachistem@rice.edu 
Website : https://sci.rice.edu/academic­
programs/international-programs/tomodachi-dow 



TOMODACHI-DOW WOMEN'S STEM LEADERSHIP AND RESEARCH PROGRAM 

Eligibility Criteria 

At the time of application, students 

must be: 

• At least 18 years old;

• A Japanese citizen or permanent resident;

• A female, currently enrolled, degree-seeking 

undergraduate student in good academic 

standing at a Japanese institution of higher 

education;

• Click HERE for complete Eligibility Criteria 

and HERE for the English language 

requirements.

Selection Criteria 
When reviewing applications, the 

program seeks to select students who 

have: 

• A strong and well-defined interest in 

international research, particularly in the U.S.;

• A desire to develop the skills necessary to 

become a globally competent scientist or 

engineer;

• Demonstrated financial needs and/or come from 

rural areas where educational equity may be 

limited;

• Click HERE and scroll down for additional 
Selection Criteria

Program Costs 

Costs paid by program (no cost to student) Costs paid by student 

• travel to/from Tokyo
• passport
• sight-seeing and personal expenses
• Click HERE and scroll down for more 

cost details

• international airfare
• double occupancy accommodations
• SEVIS and visa fees
• international health insurance
• Click HERE for funding details

About the TOMODACHI Initiative 

The TOMODACHI Initiative is a public-private partnership between the U.S.-Japan Council and the U.S. Embassy in 
Tokyo, with support from the Government of Japan. Born out of support for Japan's recovery from the Great East 
Japan Earthquake, TOMODACHI invests in the next generation of Japanese and American leaders through educational 
and cultural exchanges as well as leadership programs. The initiative seeks to foster a "TOMODACHI Generation" of 
young American and Japanese leaders who are committed to and engaged in strengthening U.S.-Japan relations, 
appreciate each other's countries and cultures, and possess the global skills and mindsets needed to contribute to and 
thrive in a more cooperative, prosperous, and secure world. Visit us at www.tomodachi.org 
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�RICE 
To Apply Deadline : July 6, 2026 

See website 

Email: tomodachistem@rice.edu 
Website : https:/ /sci. rice. edu/academic-programs/i nternational-programs/tomodachi-dow 

https://sci.rice.edu/international-programs/tomodachi-dow/eligibility-and-selection
https://sci.rice.edu/international-programs/tomodachi-dow/english-language-competency
https://sci.rice.edu/international-programs/tomodachi-dow/eligibility-and-selection
https://sci.rice.edu/international-programs/tomodachi-dow/cost-and-funding
https://sci.rice.edu/international-programs/tomodachi-dow/cost-and-funding



